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1
BERM AND METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION
THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to provisional U.S. Appli-
cation No. 61/267,593, filed Dec. 8, 2009, the contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to construction of
containment berms and other embankments and structures.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Berms are commonly used in situations where the ability to
construct vertically has been constrained by the inability to
expand laterally at a slope that allows the desired vertical
height to be attained without failure. For example, berms are
often used to expand the capacity of landfills that are nearing
or have reached their capacity but which do not have space to
expand outward. In such situations, berms may be con-
structed around some or all of the landfill to increase the
vertical capacity. Referring now to FIG. 1, a landfill 10 com-
prises a large waste-receiving recess 12 in the ground 14. The
recess has a surface 16 that may or may not have a liner
system in place. The waste in the landfill may comprise any
material that is typically placed in a landfill, such as residen-
tial trash, construction debris, hazardous waste and/or yard
waste. The recess is surrounded by an edge 18. The edge is
typically substantially horizontal, but may alternatively be
substantially sloped. As seen in FIG. 1, the existing accumu-
lation of waste 20 has filled the recess 12. However, the
capacity of the landfill can be increased by constructing a
berm on the edge 18.

Berms often comprise a reinforced portion and backfill
material. The reinforced portion comprises structural fill
material with reinforcing members disposed (typically sub-
stantially horizontally) therein. These berms allow for the
desired vertical height in a limited space. These berms are
very expensive to construct, however, on a relative basis, as
material with very tight specifications must be acquired and
transported and the cost of the reinforcement itself can be
prohibitive in many circumstances. Therefore what is needed
is a method to construct these berms that allows for economi-
cal construction and that utilizes material that can generate
the revenue necessary to cover the bulk of the cost of the entire
berm while being environmentally sound and regulatory
agency acceptable.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment of the invention, a berm to increase
capacity of an existing landfill comprises a reinforced portion
and backfill material. The landfill comprises a waste-receiv-
ing recess having a surface and an outer perimeter, an edge
surface peripherally adjacent at least a portion of the outer
perimeter, and an existing accumulation of waste within the
recess having a collective top surface. The reinforced portion
has opposing inner and outer surfaces and comprises struc-
tural fill material and a plurality of reinforcing members
disposed therein. The backfill material has an inner surface
adjacent the inner surface of the reinforced portion. The back-
fill material comprises contaminated fill material and is at
least partially encapsulated by an impermeable membrane. At
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least a portion of the berm sits on at least a portion of the edge
surface of the landfill. Portions of the berm are substantially
parallel to corresponding portions of the outer perimeter.

The impermeable membrane may comprise a geomem-
brane. The geomembrane may comprise one of low-density
polyethylene (LDPE), high-density polyethylene (HDPE),
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyurea or polypropylene (PP).

The impermeable membrane may comprise a plurality of
impermeable membrane sections joined with impermeable
seams. The plurality of impermeable membrane sections may
be joined using extrusion welding or other suitable welding
method such as fusion welding.

Any unencapsulated portion of the backfill material may be
adjacent the existing accumulation of waste.

The backfill material may be fully encapsulated. In such an
embodiment, the berm may further comprise a drainage sys-
tem within the impermeable membrane. The drainage system
may comprise a perforated pipe surrounded by a granular fill
material. The drainage system may further comprise a plural-
ity of drainage pipes each leading from the perforated pipe to
an area outside of the berm. Each of the plurality of drainage
pipes may exit the impermeable membrane through a corre-
sponding boot that is joined to the impermeable membrane
and to the corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable
seams. The berm may further comprise a drainage layer adja-
cent an inner surface of the impermeable membrane and
contacting the drainage system. The drainage layer may com-
prise a geocomposite.

The backfill material may further comprise opposing top
and bottom surfaces, and upper and lower sloped outer sur-
faces. The lower sloped outer surface slopes outward and
upward from the bottom surface to the upper sloped outer
surface. The upper sloped outer surface slopes outward and
downward from the top surface to the lower sloped outer
surface. The lower sloped outer surface is adjacent the exist-
ing accumulation of waste, and the upper sloped outer surface
is adjacent a future accumulation of waste. In such an
embodiment, the berm may further comprise a first liner
portion disposed between the bottom surface and at least a
portion of the edge surface and a second liner portion dis-
posed between the upper sloped outer surface and the future
accumulation of waste. The berm may further comprise a
third liner portion disposed between the lower sloped outer
surface and the existing accumulation of waste. The first,
second and third liner portions may conform to Subtitle D of
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) or
conform to an approved equivalent of Subtitle D of RCRA.

The backfill material may further comprise opposing top
and bottom surfaces, and a sloped outer surface. The sloped
outer surface slopes outward and downward from the top
surface to the bottom surface. The sloped outer surface is
adjacent a future accumulation of waste. In such an embodi-
ment, the berm may further comprise a first liner portion
disposed between the bottom surface and at least a portion of
the edge surface and a second liner portion disposed between
the sloped outer surface and the future accumulation of waste.
The first and second liner portions may conform to Subtitle D
of RCRA or conform to an approved equivalent of Subtitle D
of RCRA.

In embodiments of the invention, the inner surface of the
reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the back-
fill material are substantially planar.

In alternative embodiments of the invention, the inner sur-
face of the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of
the backfill material are substantially non-planar. In such
embodiments, the inner surface of the reinforced portion and
the adjacent inner surface of the backfill material each com-
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prise a plurality of interlocking sections. The plurality of
interlocking sections may have a zigzag configuration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S)

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref-
erence will now be made to the accompanying drawings,
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a prior art
landfill that would benefit from embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
creating a new landfill or laterally increasing the capacity of
an existing landfill, in accordance with an alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm for
increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm
for increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accor-
dance with an alternative embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm
for creating a landfill or laterally increasing the capacity of an
existing landfill, in accordance with an alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm
for creating a landfill, in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm
for increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in accor-
dance with an alternative embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 14 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm
for creating a landfill or laterally increasing the capacity of an
existing landfill, in accordance with an alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 15 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm,
in accordance with an alternative embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 16 is a partial top cutaway view of a drainage system
of'a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing landfill, in
accordance with embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 17 illustrates simplified cross-sectional diagrams of a
Subtitle D landfill liner and two possible equivalents thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
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which preferred embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through-
out.

The combustion of coal or wood in coal or wood fired
power plants produces several materials, including: fly ash,
bottom ash, boiler slag, and flue gas desulphurization (FGD)
material. Together, these materials represent what is gener-
ally referred to as ash or sometimes as FFCPs—Fossil Fuel
Combustion Products. These materials are well-documented
sources of heavy metal contamination in air, water and on
land. Contaminants include selenium, mercury, lead, boron,
cadmium, thallium, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons com-
pounds, etc. There is an increased awareness and concern
regarding the long term health effects of these materials on
both humans and the environment as these contaminants can
become mobile if not sequestered properly.

FFCPs generally are a very good material suitable for
utilization in embankments, re-enforced embankments,
walls, berms, roadways, etc. as they tend to be coarse in nature
and offer superior shear strength, possess a high friction
angle, and have high bearing capacity. Currently, approxi-
mately 53 million tons/year of the 130 million tons/year of
FFCPs produced are beneficially used in structural, concrete,
wall board and other applications. Upcoming regulatory
changes will require that FFCPs be treated as contaminated
waste, thereby eliminating many of the uses and producing a
pronounced strain on the economy. Additionally, landfill
capacity across the United Sates will be severely stressed to
handle the increased demand for simply disposing of these
FFCPs. The utilization of FFCPs and other contaminated
materials in embodiments of the present invention will offer a
suitable, environmentally-, regulatory- and financially-sound
alternative use of these types of materials.

In addition, during the development and use of land for
many commercial, agricultural, industrial and other pur-
poses, non-hazardous contaminated soils and media (con-
crete, asphalt, etc.) are created. These materials can be con-
taminated with metals, acids, bases, volatile and semi-volatile
organic compounds, petroleum products, and a host of other
contaminates. These materials are well documented sources
of contamination in air, water and on land. There is an ongo-
ing and increased awareness and concern of the long term
health effects of these materials on both humans and the
environment as these elements can become mobile if not
sequestered properly as well. These materials, although
tainted, are nonetheless valuable for certain beneficial uses,
including as a fill material in reinforced embankment appli-
cations.

The materials (FFCPs and contaminated soils) used in
embodiments of the invention encompass a very broad entire
spectrum of soil and material types and could be character-
ized as fine grained, coarse grained, homogeneous, non-ho-
mogeneous, etc. However characterized, in the embodiments
described herein, the material available can be used to con-
struct berms for landfill expansion, roadway and berm con-
struction and are readily available in most locations.

A berm according to embodiments of the present invention
may be used to expand the capacity of a landfill. Such a berm
is typically constructed on at least a portion of the upper, outer
edge (18 of FIG. 1) of a landfill. Such a berm raises the height
of'the exterior walls of a landfill, thereby enlarging the waste-
receiving recess (12 of FIG. 1). Such a berm may be of any
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suitable height, commonly about thirty to eighty feet tall.
Such a berm may be of any suitable length, commonly hun-
dreds or even thousands of feet long. At least a portion of such
aberm would sit on at least a portion of the edge surface of the
landfill, and the berm is substantially parallel to correspond-
ing portions of the outer perimeter. Alternatively, a berm
according to embodiments of the present invention may be
used to create a new landfill by constructing one or more such
berms around the desired perimeter of the new landfill. In
such an alternative embodiment, the one or more berms define
and create the waste-receiving recess of the landfill.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention. The berm 102 of FIG. 2 comprises a
reinforced portion 104 and backfill material 112. The rein-
forced portion 104 is constructed using typical construction
techniques and comprises structural fill material 106 and a
plurality of reinforcing members 108 disposed (typically
horizontally) therein. The reinforced portion may have a
foundation of granular fill material 110. As seen in FIG. 2, the
reinforced portion has opposing inner and outer surfaces. The
outer surface is commonly termed the “face” of the wall and
the inner surface is adjacent the backfill material. The rein-
forced portion may optionally have facing material covering
the face of the reinforced portion. The facing material, if
present, is typically attached to or integral with the reinforc-
ing members. The structural fill typically comprises relatively
homogeneous soils that are relatively free of debris, foreign
objects, excess silt, roots, and organics. The granular fill is
typically well graded sand, well graded sand and gravel,
crushed stone, or other approved granular material.

The backfill material 112 comprises contaminated fill
material. The contaminated fill material can be any suitable
waste product that has the desired coarseness, shear strength,
high friction angle, and high bearing capacity. The contami-
nated fill material should be non-hazardous, but is nonethe-
less expensive to properly dispose of. The contaminated fill
material may comprise FFCPs, non-hazardous contaminated
soils, contaminated crushed glass, contaminated crushed con-
crete, contaminated crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry
sands, properly de-watered dredge spoils, and combinations
of'these materials. Importantly, the backfill material is at least
partially encapsulated by an impermeable membrane 114.
FIG. 2 illustrates a berm with a partially encapsulated back-
fill. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the portion 116 of the
backfill material adjacent the existing waste accumulation is
not covered by an impermeable membrane.

The impermeable membrane is, when intact, impermeable
to fluids and/or gases. The impermeable membrane used in
embodiments of the invention may comprise a geomembrane.
The geomembrane may comprise one of low-density poly-
ethylene (LDPE), high-density polyethylene (HDPE), poly-
vinyl chloride (PVC), polyurea or polypropylene (PP).
Because of the potentially large size of such a berm and the
limited size of commercially available geomembranes, the
impermeable membrane may comprise a plurality of imper-
meable membrane sections joined with impermeable seams.
The plurality of impermeable membrane sections are typi-
cally joined using any desirable method of joining such mate-
rial, including but not limited to extrusion welding, fusion
welding, and/or gluing (especially for PVC or PP).

In the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 2-4, the backfill
material has an inner surface adjacent the inner surface of the
reinforced portion, opposing top and bottom surfaces, and
upper and lower sloped outer surfaces. The lower sloped outer
surface slopes outward and upward from the bottom surface
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to the upper sloped outer surface. The upper sloped outer
surface slopes outward and downward from the top surface to
the lower sloped outer surface. The lower sloped outer surface
is adjacent the existing accumulation of waste 20 (the lower
sloped outer surface sits on at least a portion of the existing
accumulation of waste), and the upper sloped outer surface is
adjacent a future accumulation of waste 130 (at least a portion
of the future accumulation of waste sits on the upper sloped
outer surface). In the embodiments of FIGS. 2-3, a first liner
portion 120 is disposed between the bottom surface and at
least a portion of the edge surface and a second liner portion
122 is optionally disposed between the upper sloped outer
surface and the future accumulation of waste 130. The liner
portion disposed between the existing accumulation of waste
20 and the future accumulation of waste 130 is optional. The
first and second liner portions will typically conform to Sub-
title D of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) or conform to an approved equivalent of Subtitle D
of RCRA (described in further detail below). Ifthe first and/or
second liner portions comprise a Subtitle D or equivalent liner
that has a geomembrane layer, the geomembrane that encap-
sulates the backfill material may function additionally as the
geomembrane layer of the Subtitle D or equivalent liner. In
other words, the geomembrane that encapsulates the backfill
may perform double duty in that the geomembrane functions
both as the encapsulating material and as a layer of the Sub-
title D or equivalent liner.

In some embodiments of the invention, the Subtitle D or
equivalent liner may be omitted and a geomembrane by itself
used in place of the Subtitle D or equivalent liner if permitted
by the appropriate governmental authorities. Advanta-
geously, if a geomembrane is permitted to be used in place of
the Subtitle D or equivalent liner, the geomembrane 114 that
partially or fully encapsulates the backfill material will func-
tion as the replacement for the Subtitle D or equivalent liner
and no additional liner is necessary (as above, the encapsu-
lating geomembrane is performing two functions). The land-
fill of FIGS. 2 and 3 has a Subtitle D or equivalent liner 118
covering the surface of the waste-receiving recess, although
embodiments of the invention may be used with a landfill that
has no liner system in place.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 142 of FIG. 3
comprises a reinforced portion 104 and backfill material 152.
The reinforced portion 104 of FIG. 3 is identical to that of
FIG. 2. The backfill material 152 is similar to that of FIG. 2 in
that it comprises contaminated fill material, such as FFCPs or
contaminated but non-hazardous soil. However, the backfill
material of FIG. 3 is fully encapsulated by an impermeable
membrane 144. Unlike the berm of FIG. 2, the portion 116 of
the backfill material adjacent the existing waste accumulation
is covered by an impermeable membrane 144 in FIG. 3.

Depending on the nature of the backfill material, it may be
desirable to keep water from reaching the backfill material.
This is why an impermeable membrane is used. However,
liquid may be released from the backfill after placement.
Therefore, it may be desirable to have an optional drainage
system (commonly termed a “toe drain”) within the encapsu-
lation to drain away any water that is released from the back-
fill. The drainage system of FIG. 3 comprises a perforated
pipe 154 running along at least a portion of the length of the
berm. The pipe 154 is surrounded by a granular fill material
156. An optional plurality of drainage pipes (not illustrated)
may each lead substantially perpendicularly from the perfo-
rated pipe to an area outside of the berm. The drainage pipes
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may either lead toward the face of the reinforced portion and
exit the berm through the reinforced portion, or may lead
toward the waste and exit the berm into the waste. The drain-
age pipes may ultimately lead to a collection tank for later
management or may discharge into the landfill’s leachate
collection and treatment system. Each of the plurality of
drainage pipes typically pass through the impermeable mem-
brane via a corresponding boot that is joined to the imperme-
able membrane and to the corresponding drainage pipe with
impermeable seams. A drainage layer 158 may be adjacent
the inside surface of the lower sloped outer surface of the
impermeable membrane, terminating on one side within the
granular fill material. The drainage layer, which may com-
prise a geocomposite, helps channel any water toward the
granular fill and the perforated pipe. The drainage system is
an optional feature of all of the illustrated embodiments of the
invention. The drainage system may vary significantly
depending on the requirements of the specific implementa-
tion of the invention. For example, the drainage system may
omit the plurality of drainage pipes. In such an embodiment,
the perforated pipe may drain into a gravel conduit which may
extend downward into the landfill.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 162 of FIG. 4
is nearly identical to that of FIG. 3. However, the berm of FIG.
4 is illustrated being used with an existing unlined landfill,
i.e., a landfill in which the surface 178 of the waste-receiving
recess is not lined with a Subtitle D or equivalent liner. Addi-
tionally, a third liner portion 176 is disposed between the
lower sloped outer surface and the existing accumulation of
waste 20. The third liner portion may conform to Subtitle D of
RCRA or conform to an approved equivalent of Subtitle D of
RCRA. The landfill of FIG. 4 also has a Subtitle D or equiva-
lent liner between the existing accumulation of waste 20 and
the future accumulation of waste 130. As discussed above, if
the liner portion comprises a Subtitle D or equivalent liner
that has a geomembrane layer, the geomembrane that encap-
sulates the backfill material may function additionally as the
geomembrane layer of the liner.

The first, second and/or third liner portions illustrated in
the various figures are all optional. Embodiments of the
present invention do not require and will not necessarily have
or be used with a Subtitle D or equivalent liner.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 182 of FIG. 2
comprises a reinforced portion 104 and backfill material 192.
The reinforced portion 104 is identical to those of FIGS. 1-4.
The backfill material 192 is similar to that of FIGS. 1-4 but
with a different cross-sectional shape. The backfill material
192 of FIG. 5 is fully encapsulated by an impermeable mem-
brane 164. As seen in FIG. 5, the berm 182 sits completely on
the outer edge of the landfill and no part of the berm extends
over the existing accumulation of waste 20.

The backfill material 192 of berm 182 comprises opposing
top and bottom surfaces, and a sloped outer surface. The
sloped outer surface slopes outward and downward from the
top surface to the bottom surface. The sloped outer surface is
adjacent a future accumulation of waste 130. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 5, a first liner portion 120 is disposed between
the bottom surface and at least a portion of the edge surface
and a second liner portion 122 is disposed between the sloped
outer surface and the future accumulation of waste. The first
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and second liner portions, which are optional, may conform
to Subtitle D of RCRA or conform to an approved equivalent
of Subtitle D of RCRA.

The berm of FIG. 5 includes a drainage system which
comprises a perforated pipe 194, running along at least a
portion of the length of the berm. The pipe 194 is surrounded
by a granular fill material 196. An optional plurality of drain-
age pipes (not illustrated) may each lead substantially per-
pendicularly from the perforated pipe toward the face and to
an area outside of the berm. A drainage layer 198 is adjacent
the inside surface of the bottom surface of the impermeable
membrane, terminating on one side within the granular fill
material. The drainage layer, which may comprise a geocom-
posite, helps channel any water toward the granular fill and
the perforated pipe. In the embodiment of FIG. 5, the edge
surface of the landfill on which the berm sits may be slightly
sloped downward toward the waste-receiving recess to help
facilitate the flow of any water toward the drainage system.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for creating a new landfill or laterally increas-
ing the capacity of an existing landfill is illustrated in accor-
dance with an alternative embodiment of the present
invention. The berm 182 of FIG. 6 is identical to that of FIG.
5, except that the berm 182 of FIG. 6 is not adjacent an
existing accumulation of waste. Therefore, the berm of FIG.
6 may be used to create an entirely new landfill space—not
expanding the capacity of existing landfill. Alternatively, the
berm of FIG. 6 may be used to laterally increase the capacity
of an existing landfill. In such an alternative use, the berm is
situated laterally apart from the existing accumulation of
waste, thereby enabling a new accumulation of waste to be
placed between the berm and the existing accumulation of
waste. Thus, the berm of FIG. 6 does not abut or surround any
existing waste. The berm of FIG. 6 is situated to abut or
surround a space at which a desired new landfill is to be
located. The berm of FIG. 6 is used to create the waste-
receiving recess into which a future accumulation of waste
130 is to be placed.

In embodiments of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 1-6,
the inner surface of the reinforced portion and the adjacent
inner surface of the backfill material are substantially planar.
In alternative embodiments of the invention, illustrated in
FIGS. 7-12, the inner surface of the reinforced portion and the
adjacent inner surface of the backfill material are substan-
tially non-planar. In such embodiments, the inner surface of
the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the
backfill material each comprise a plurality of interlocking
sections, such as the zigzag configuration illustrated in FIGS.
7-12. The non-planar interlocking sections help facilitate
construction of the berm.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 702 of FIG. 7
is similar to the berm 102 of FIG. 2. However, in the berm 702
of FIG. 7, the inner surface of the reinforced portion and the
adjacent inner surface of the backfill material each comprise
a plurality of interlocking sections in a zigzag configuration.
Berm 702 comprises a reinforced portion 704 and backfill
material 712. The reinforced portion 704 is constructed using
typical construction techniques and comprises structural fill
material 706 and a plurality of reinforcing members 708
disposed therein. The reinforced portion may have a founda-
tion of granular fill material 710. The backfill material 712
comprises contaminated fill material that is partially encap-
sulated by an impermeable membrane 714. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 7, the portion 716 of the backfill material adja-
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cent the existing waste accumulation is not covered by an
impermeable membrane. As in the berm of FIG. 2, the berm
702 has a lower sloped outer surface adjacent the existing
accumulation of waste 20 (the lower sloped outer surface sits
on at least a portion of the existing accumulation of waste),
and a upper sloped outer surface adjacent a future accumula-
tion of waste 130 (at least a portion of the future accumulation
of waste sits on the upper sloped outer surface). Also, a liner
portion 120 is disposed between the bottom surface and at
least a portion of the edge surface and a second liner portion
122 is disposed between the upper sloped outer surface and
the future accumulation of waste 130. Liner 118 covers the
surface of the waste-receiving recess.

Referring now to FIG. 8, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 750 of FIG. 8
is similar to the berm 142 of F1G. 3. However, in the berm 750
of FIG. 8, the inner surface of the reinforced portion and the
adjacent inner surface of the backfill material each comprise
a plurality of interlocking sections in a zigzag configuration.
Other than the zigzag configuration of the inner surface of the
reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the back-
fill material, all other components of berm 750 of FIG. 8 are
the same as the corresponding components of berm 142 of
FIG. 3.

Referring now to FIG. 9, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 760 of FIG. 9
is similar to the berm 162 of F1G. 4. However, in the berm 760
of FIG. 9, the inner surface of the reinforced portion and the
adjacent inner surface of the backfill material each comprise
a plurality of interlocking sections in a zigzag configuration.
Other than the zigzag configuration of the inner surface of the
reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the back-
fill material, all other components of berm 760 of FIG. 9 are
the same as the corresponding components of berm 162 of
FIG. 4.

Referring now to FIG. 10, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 770 of FIG.
10 is similar to the berm 182 of FIG. 5. However, in the berm
770 of FIG. 10, the inner surface of the reinforced portion and
the adjacent inner surface of the backfill material each com-
prise a plurality of interlocking sections in a zigzag configu-
ration. Other than the zigzag configuration of the inner sur-
face of the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of
the backfill material, all other components of berm 770 of
FIG. 10 are the same as the corresponding components of
berm 182 of FIG. 5.

Referring now to FIG. 11, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for creating a new landfill or laterally increas-
ing the capacity of an existing landfill is illustrated in accor-
dance with an alternative embodiment of the present
invention. The berm 780 of FIG. 11 is similar to the berm 182
of FIG. 6. However, in the berm 780 of FIG. 11, the inner
surface of the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner sur-
face of the backfill material each comprise a plurality of
interlocking sections in a zigzag configuration. Other than the
zigzag configuration of the inner surface of the reinforced
portion and the adjacent inner surface of the backfill material,
all other components of berm 780 of FIG. 11 are the same as
the corresponding components of berm 182 of FIG. 6.

Referring now to FIG. 12, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
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landfill or creating a new landfill is illustrated in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention.
Berm 802 of FIG. 12 is similar to berm 182 of FIG. 6, in that
the berm of FIG. 12 is illustrated creating an entirely new
landfill space—not expanding the capacity of existing land-
fill. The berm of FIG. 12 does not abut or surround any
existing waste. The berm of FIG. 12 is situated to abut or
surround a space at which a desired new landfill is to be
located. The berm of FIG. 12 is used to create the waste-
receiving recess into which a future accumulation of waste
830 is to be placed. Berm 802 of FIG. 12 will be particularly
useful for expansion or creation of a landfill in which the
waste 830 is FFCPs. In such a FFCP landfill, the backfill
material 812 may comprise the same waste material as is
disposed of in the landfill. Berm 802 comprises a reinforced
portion 804 and backfill material 812. The reinforced portion
804 is constructed using typical construction techniques and
comprises structural fill material 806 and a plurality of rein-
forcing members 808 disposed therein. The reinforced por-
tion may have a foundation of granular fill material 810. The
backfill material 812 comprises contaminated fill material
that is partially encapsulated by an impermeable membrane
814. In the embodiment of FIG. 12, the portion of the backfill
material adjacent the waste accumulation 830 is not covered
by an impermeable membrane. As in the berm of FIG. 6, the
berm 802 has a sloped outer surface adjacent a future accu-
mulation of waste 830. Also, a liner portion 820 is disposed
between the bottom surface and at least a portion of the edge
surface and the liner portion 820 also covers the surface ofthe
waste-receiving recess. A liner portion 822 may be disposed
between the future accumulation of waste 830 and the rein-
forced portion 804. Liner portion 820 and liner portion 822
may be a subtitle D liner or equivalent thereof. A drainage
system is situated partially within the berm of FIG. 12 and
partially within the landfill recess. The drainage system com-
prises a perforated pipe 894, running along a low point of the
landfill recess. The pipe 894 is surrounded by a granular fill
material 896. In this embodiment, the portion of the drainage
system within the landfill recess may comprise the landfill
leachate collection system A drainage layer 898 is partially
within the backfill material (adjacent the inside surface of the
bottom surface of the impermeable membrane) and partially
within the landfill recess, terminating on one side within the
granular fill material. The drainage layer, which may com-
prise a geocomposite, helps channel any water toward the
granular fill and the perforated pipe.

FIGS. 13-15 illustrate berms of alternative embodiments of
the invention. The berms of FIGS. 13-15 function similarly to
the berms of FIGS. 1-12 in that the berms of FIGS. 13-15 can
be used to increase the capacity of an existing landfill. How-
ever, the berms of FIG. 13-15 have a different cross-sectional
shape than the berms of FIGS. 1-12. Additionally, the berms
of FIG. 13-15 do not have a reinforced portion, although the
berms of FIGS. 13-15 have structural fill that could optionally
be reinforced in a manner similar to that of the reinforced
portions of the berms of FIGS. 2-12 or in any suitable manner.
The berms of FIGS. 13-15 have an overall cross-sectional
shape that is substantially an equilateral trapezoid. Addition-
ally, the backfill material of the berms of FIGS. 13-15 has a
cross-sectional shape that is substantially an equilateral trap-
ezoid. The backfill material of the berms of FIGS. 13-15 is
fully encapsulated by an impermeable membrane.

Referring now to FI1G. 13, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 300 of FIG.
13 comprises backfill material 312 fully encapsulated by an
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impermeable membrane 314 (such as a geomembrane as
described above). The sloped front face (the surface opposite
the waste) and the top surface of the backfill material are
covered by a protective covering 306 of structural fill material
(which may or may not be reinforced). The berm sits on the
edge surface of the landfill, thereby creating space for a future
accumulation of waste 130 above the existing accumulation
of' waste 20. The berms of FIGS. 13-15 may have an optional
drainage system similar to that of the berms of FIGS. 3-6 (the
drainage system is an optional feature of all of the berms). The
drainage system of the berm of FIG. 13 comprises a perfo-
rated pipe 354 running along at least a portion of the length of
the berm. The pipe 354 is surrounded by a granular fill mate-
rial 356. An optional plurality of drainage pipes (not illus-
trated) may each lead substantially perpendicularly from the
perforated pipe toward the face and to an area outside of the
berm. Each of the plurality of drainage pipes typically pass
through the impermeable membrane via a corresponding boot
that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the cor-
responding drainage pipe with impermeable seams. A drain-
age layer 358 may be adjacent the inside surface of the lower
sloped outer surface of the impermeable membrane, termi-
nating on one side within the granular fill material. The drain-
age layer, which may comprise a geocomposite, helps chan-
nel any water toward the granular fill and the perforated pipe.

In the embodiment of FIG. 13, a first liner portion 320 is
disposed between the bottom surface and at least a portion of
the edge surface and a second liner portion 322 is disposed
between the berm and the future accumulation of waste 130.
The first and second liner portions will typically conform to
Subtitle D of RCRA or conform to an approved equivalent of
Subtitle D of RCRA. As discussed above, if the first and/or
second liner portions comprise a Subtitle D or equivalent liner
that has a geomembrane layer, the geomembrane that encap-
sulates the backfill material may function additionally as the
geomembrane layer of the Subtitle D or equivalent liner. Also
as discussed above, the Subtitle D or equivalent liner may be
omitted and a geomembrane by itself used in place of the
Subtitle D or equivalent liner if permitted by the appropriate
governmental authorities. The embodiments of FIGS. 13-15
may be used with a landfill with no liner system in place (see
FIG. 13) or with a landfill that has a Subtitle D or equivalent
liner 118 covering the surface of the waste-receiving recess
(see FIG. 14).

A berm according to embodiments of the present invention
may be used to create a new landfill by constructing one or
more such berms around the desired perimeter of the new
landfill. In such an alternative embodiment, the one or more
berms define and create the waste-receiving recess of the
landfill. This is illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 15. FIG. 14 illus-
trates a berm situated adjacent a hole in the ground such that
the berm increases the effective size of the waste-receiving
recess. The berm of FIG. 14 may be useful if conditions at the
landfill location prevent the hole from being dug deep enough
to create a desired sized recess. FIG. 15 illustrates a berm
situated adjacent a substantially horizontal ground surface
such that the berm creates/defines the entire waste-receiving
recess. The berm of FIG. 15 may be useful if conditions at the
landfill location prevent any hole from being dug to create the
desired recess.

Referring now to FIG. 14, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm for creating a landfill or laterally increasing
the capacity of an existing landfill is illustrated in accordance
with an alternative embodiment of the present invention. The
berm of FIG. 14 is identical to that of FIG. 13 except that the
berm of FIG. 14 is being used to create a new landfill or
laterally expand an existing landfill. Thus, the berm of FIG.
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14 is not situated adjacent an existing accumulation of waste
but rather is situated adjacent an empty recess or laterally
apart from an existing accumulation of waste.

Referring now to FIG. 15, a simplified cross-sectional dia-
gram of a berm is illustrated in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 400 of FIG.
15 may be used, for example, as a roadway embankment. The
berm 400 of FIG. 15 is similar to that of FIGS. 13 and 14, but
the backfill material 312 ofthe berm 400 of FIG. 15 is covered
by a protective covering 406 of structural fill material on the
top surface and both sloped surfaces.

In addition to use for increasing the capacity of an existing
landfill or creating a new landfill, the berms of embodiments
of'the invention may be used for any purpose typically accom-
plished by prior art berms. For example, the berms of embodi-
ments of the invention may be used for roadway barriers or
levees. The berm 400 of FIG. 15 may be particularly suited for
non-landfill purposes, such as for creating a levee.

Some or all of the protective covering of any of the berms
of FIGS. 13-15 may be topped with concrete or any other
suitable material to increase the structural strength of the
berm and/or to help maintain the structural fill material in
place.

Referring now to FIG. 16, a partial top cutaway view of an
optional drainage system of a berm is illustrated in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention. FIG. 16
illustrates one possible embodiment of the drainage system of
the berm of FIG. 5, however the drainage systems of the other
illustrated berms of embodiments of the invention may be
similar to that illustrated in FIG. 16. Many different drainage
system configurations may be used in various embodiments
of the invention. FIG. 16 illustrates the perforated pipe 194
running along the length of the berm within the impermeable
membrane 164. The perforated pipe is surrounded by a granu-
lar fill material 196. A plurality of drainage pipes 500 (two are
illustrated) each lead substantially perpendicularly from the
perforated pipe toward the face through the backfill material
192 and the structural fill 106 and to an area outside of the
berm. Each of the plurality of drainage pipes typically exits
the impermeable membrane through a corresponding boot
502 that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the
corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable seams. The
terminal end of each drainage pipe will typically have a valve
504 to control the flow of any infiltrated water out of the
drainage system. Additionally or alternatively, fluid monitor-
ing devices may be placed at the terminal end of each drainage
pipe.

FIG. 17 illustrates simplified partial cross-sectional dia-
grams of a Subtitle D landfill liner and two equivalents
thereof. FIG. 17A illustrates the layers of a Subtitle D liner.
Layer 600 is the subgrade. Layer 602 is two feet of clay with
a specified permeability. Layer 604 is a geomembrane (typi-
cally a 60 mil HDPE geomembrane). Layer 606 is eighteen
inches of coarse granular material (e.g., aggregate or sand).
FIG. 17B illustrates the layers of a liner that is typically
considered to be equivalent to a Subtitle D liner. Layer 600 is
the subgrade. Layer 608 is a geosynthetic clay liner (GCL).
Layer 610 is a geomembrane (typically a 60 mil HDPE
geomembrane). Layer 612 is either a geocomposite or eigh-
teen inches of coarse granular material (e.g., aggregate or
sand). FIG. 17C illustrates the layers of a liner that is typically
considered to be equivalent to a Subtitle D liner. Layer 600 is
the subgrade. Layer 608 is a geomembrane laminated geo-
synthetic clay liner. Layer 616 is either a geocomposite or
eighteen inches of coarse granular material (e.g., aggregate or
sand).
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Construction of a berm according to embodiments of the
invention generally begins with site improvements, infra-
structure relocation, and subgrade preparation. Depending on
site conditions, improvements of leachate and/or gas collec-
tion systems may be required prior to construction of the
berm. Decommissioning and/or relocation of monitoring
wells, gas probes, water/sewer lines, communications and/or
electricity cables, stormwater features, and other appurte-
nances may be necessary. This work will generally be per-
formed prior to subgrade preparation. The existing subgrade
along the berm footprint may require cut/fill in order to bring
existing grades to the proposed base grade elevations, as
specified in the construction drawings. Depending on the
foundation conditions, foundation improvements (e.g., deep
soil mixing, soil columns) may be required prior to construc-
tion of the berm.

To construct the berm, clean structural fill with parameters
provided by a design engineer shall be used in the reinforced
portion of the berm. Suitable contaminated backfill material
(as described above) is be used in the non-reinforced portion
of the berm. To facilitate uniform compaction of both the
structural fill and the backfill material, the construction of the
berm shall typically be carried out in the following steps:

1. Place and compact 1.5 foot thick lifts of structural fill as
specified in the construction drawings with baskets on the
face of the berm.

2. Each basket shall have a welded wire form along the face
of the berm to allow for top soil placement and facing con-
struction.

3. A layer of 1.5 feet of structural fill shall be placed over a
layer of geogrid (the geogrid is used as the reinforcing mem-
bers).

4. A wrap geotextile is typically wrapped around the face to
prevent topsoil from eroding before vegetation is established.

5. The structural fill shall extend from the wall facing to at
least the specified length of the geogrid, from where it ties in
to the existing surface on a 2:1 (horizontal:vertical) slope.

6. Typically, four 1.5 foot thick lifts shall be installed
following steps 1-5. Depending on the configuration of the
wall at a specific site, fewer lifts may be constructed at a given
time but, typically, no more than four lifts will be constructed
in one sequence.

7. Install the impermeable membrane (e.g., geomembrane)
along the 2:1 (horizontal:vertical) slope to allow for separa-
tion between structural fill and CCBs.

8. Place backfill material in 12 inch lifts to match the total
thickness of the structural fill (typically 6 feet).

9. Weld the geomembrane, flip the geomembrane over the
backfill material layer, and extend to the next structural fill/
backfill material tie-in point.

10. Construct the next lifts of structural fill as outlined in
steps 1-6.

11. Repeat the backfill material construction procedure
outlined in Steps 7-9.

12. Repeat steps 10 and 11 until the berm is complete.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tion will come to mind to one skilled in the art to which this
invention pertains having the benefit of the teachings pre-
sented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated draw-
ings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention is not
to be limited to the specific embodiments disclosed and that
modifications and other embodiments are intended to be
included within the scope of the appended claims. Although
specific terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic
and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.
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That which is claimed:

1. A combination of an existing landfill and a berm to
increase capacity of the existing landfill, the landfill compris-
ing a waste-receiving recess having a surface and an outer
perimeter, an edge surface peripherally adjacent at least a
portion of the outer perimeter, and an existing accumulation
of' waste within the recess having a collective top surface, the
berm comprising:

a reinforced portion having opposing inner and outer sur-
faces and comprising structural fill material and a plu-
rality of reinforcing members disposed therein;

backfill material having an inner surface adjacent the inner
surface of the reinforced portion, the backfill material
being fully encapsulated by an impermeable membrane,
the backfill material comprising contaminated fill mate-
rial; and

a drainage system within the impermeable membrane, the
drainage system comprising a perforated pipe sur-
rounded by a granular fill material;

wherein at least a portion of the berm sits on at least a
portion of the edge surface of the landfill, and wherein
portions of the berm are substantially parallel to corre-
sponding portions of the outer perimeter; wherein the
contaminated fill material comprises one or more of
fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom ash,
boiler slag, flue gas desulphurization material, non-haz-
ardous contaminated soil, contaminated crushed glass,
contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated crushed
asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sand, properly de-wa-
tered dredge spoils, or combinations thereof; and
wherein the contaminated fill material is contaminated
with one or more of metal, acid, base, volatile organic
compound, semi-volatile organic compound, petroleum
product, or combinations thereof.

2. The combination of claim 1, wherein the impermeable

membrane comprises a geomembrane.

3. The combination of claim 2, wherein the geomembrane
comprises one of low-density polyethylene (LDPE), high-
density polyethylene (HDPE), polyvinyl chloride (PVC),
polyurea or polypropylene (PP).

4. The combination of claim 1, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a plurality of impermeable membrane
sections joined with impermeable seams.

5. The combination of claim 4, wherein the plurality of
impermeable membrane sections are joined using extrusion
welding or fusion welding.

6. The combination of claim 1, wherein the drainage sys-
tem further comprise a plurality of drainage pipes each lead-
ing from the perforated pipe to an area outside of the berm;

wherein each of the plurality of drainage pipes exits the
impermeable membrane through a corresponding boot
that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the
corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable seams.

7. The combination of claim 1, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage layer adjacent an inner surface of the imperme-

able membrane and contacting the drainage system.

8. The combination of claim 7, wherein the drainage layer
comprises a geocomposite.

9. The combination of claim 1, wherein the backfill mate-
rial further comprises opposing top and bottom surfaces, and
upper and lower sloped outer surfaces; and

wherein the lower sloped outer surface slopes outward and
upward from the bottom surface to the upper sloped
outer surface, wherein the upper sloped outer surface
slopes outward and downward from the top surface to
the lower sloped outer surface, wherein the lower sloped
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outer surface is adjacent the existing accumulation of
waste, and wherein the upper sloped outer surface is
adjacent a future accumulation of waste.

10. The combination of claim 9, further comprising:

a first liner portion disposed between the bottom surface
and at least a portion of the edge surface; and

a second liner portion disposed between the upper sloped
outer surface and the future accumulation of waste.

11. The combination of claim 10, further comprising:

a third liner portion disposed between the lower sloped
outer surface and the existing accumulation of waste.

12. The combination of claim 1, wherein the backfill mate-
rial further comprises opposing top and bottom surfaces, and
a sloped outer surface;

wherein the sloped outer surface slopes outward and down-
ward from the top surface to the bottom surface, and
wherein the sloped outer surface is adjacent a future
accumulation of waste.

13. The combination of claim 12, further comprising:

a first liner portion disposed between the bottom surface
and at least a portion of the edge surface; and

a second liner portion disposed between the sloped outer
surface and the future accumulation of waste.

14. The combination of claim 1, wherein the inner surface
of'the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the
backfill material are substantially planar.

15. A combination of a new or an existing landfill and a
berm to create the new landfill or to laterally expand the
existing landfill by defining a waste-receiving area at a
desired location, the waste-receiving area having a surface
and an outer perimeter, and the desired location having an
edge surface peripherally adjacent at least a portion of the
outer perimeter, the berm comprising:

a reinforced portion having opposing inner and outer sur-
faces and comprising structural fill material and a plu-
rality of reinforcing members disposed therein;

backfill material having an inner surface adjacent the inner
surface of the reinforced portion, the backfill material
being fully encapsulated by an impermeable membrane,
the backfill material comprising contaminated fill mate-
rial; and

a drainage system within the impermeable membrane, the
drainage system comprising a perforated pipe sur-
rounded by a granular fill material;

wherein at least a portion of the berm sits on at least a
portion of the edge surface, and wherein portions of the
berm are substantially parallel to corresponding por-
tions of the outer perimeter; wherein the contaminated
fill material comprises one or more of fossil fuel com-
bustion product, fly ash, bottom ash, boiler slag, flue gas
desulphurization material, non-hazardous contaminated
soil, contaminated crushed glass, contaminated crushed
concrete, contaminated crushed asphalt, sand blast grit,
foundry sand, properly de-watered dredge spoils, or
combinations thereof; and wherein the contaminated fill
material is contaminated with one or more of metal,
acid, base, volatile organic compound, semi-volatile
organic compound, petroleum product, or combinations
thereof.

16. The combination of claim 15, wherein the impermeable

membrane comprises a geomembrane.

17. The combination of claim 16, wherein the geomem-
brane comprises one of low-density polyethylene (LDPE),
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), polyvinyl chloride
(PVC), polyurea or polypropylene (PP).
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18. The combination of claim 15, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a plurality of impermeable membrane
sections joined with impermeable seams.

19. The combination of claim 18, wherein the plurality of
impermeable membrane sections are joined using extrusion
welding or fusion welding.

20. The combination of claim 15, wherein the drainage
system further comprise a plurality of drainage pipes each
leading from the perforated pipe to an area outside of the
berm;

wherein each of the plurality of drainage pipes exits the
impermeable membrane through a corresponding boot
that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the
corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable seams.

21. The combination of claim 15, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage layer adjacent an inner surface of the imperme-

able membrane and contacting the drainage system.

22. The combination of claim 21, wherein the drainage
layer comprises a geocomposite.

23. The combination of claim 15, wherein the backfill
material further comprises opposing top and bottom surfaces,
and a sloped outer surface;

wherein the sloped outer surface slopes outward and down-
ward from the top surface to the bottom surface, and
wherein the sloped outer surface is adjacent a future
accumulation of waste.

24. The combination of claim 23, further comprising:

a first liner portion disposed between the bottom surface
and at least a portion of the edge surface; and

a second liner portion disposed between the sloped outer
surface and the future accumulation of waste.

25. The combination of claim 15, wherein the inner surface
of'the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the
backfill material are substantially planar.

26. A combination of an existing landfill and a berm to
increase capacity of the existing landfill, the landfill compris-
ing a waste-receiving recess having a surface and an outer
perimeter, an edge surface peripherally adjacent at least a
portion of the outer perimeter, and an existing accumulation
of' waste within the recess having a collective top surface, the
berm comprising:

a reinforced portion having opposing inner and outer sur-
faces and comprising structural fill material and a plu-
rality of reinforcing members disposed therein; and

backfill material having an inner surface adjacent the inner
surface of the reinforced portion, opposing top and bot-
tom surfaces, and upper and lower sloped outer surfaces,
the backfill material being at least partially encapsulated
by an impermeable membrane, the backfill material
comprising contaminated fill material;

wherein at least a portion of the berm sits on at least a
portion of the edge surface of the landfill, and wherein
portions of the berm are substantially parallel to corre-
sponding portions of the outer perimeter;

wherein the contaminated fill material comprises one or
more of fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom
ash, boiler slag, flue gas desulphurization material, non-
hazardous contaminated soil, contaminated crushed
glass, contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated
crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sand, properly
de-watered dredge spoils, or combinations thereof;

wherein the contaminated fill material is contaminated
with one or more of metal, acid, base, volatile organic
compound, semi-volatile organic compound, petroleum
product, or combinations thereof; and
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wherein the lower sloped outer surface of the backfill mate-
rial slopes outward and upward from the bottom surface
to the upper sloped outer surface, wherein the upper
sloped outer surface of the backfill material slopes out-
ward and downward from the top surface to the lower
sloped outer surface, wherein the lower sloped outer
surface of the backfill material is adjacent the existing
accumulation of waste, and wherein the upper sloped
outer surface of the backfill material is adjacent a future
accumulation of waste.

27.The combination of claim 26, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a geomembrane.

28. The combination of claim 27, wherein the geomem-
brane comprises one of low-density polyethylene (LDPE),
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), polyvinyl chloride
(PVC), polyurea or polypropylene (PP).

29.The combination of claim 26, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a plurality of impermeable membrane
sections joined with impermeable seams.

30. The combination of claim 29, wherein the plurality of
impermeable membrane sections are joined using extrusion
welding or fusion welding.

31. The combination of claim 26, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage system within the impermeable membrane, the
drainage system comprising a perforated pipe sur-
rounded by a granular fill material.

32. The combination of claim 31, wherein the drainage
system further comprise a plurality of drainage pipes each
leading from the perforated pipe to an area outside of the
berm;

wherein each of the plurality of drainage pipes exits the
impermeable membrane through a corresponding boot
that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the
corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable seams.

33. The combination of claim 31, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage layer adjacent an inner surface of the imperme-

able membrane and contacting the drainage system.

34. The combination of claim 33, wherein the drainage
layer comprises a geocomposite.

35. The combination of claim 26, further comprising:

a first liner portion disposed between the bottom surface

and at least a portion of the edge surface; and

a second liner portion disposed between the upper sloped
outer surface and the future accumulation of waste.

36. The combination of claim 35, further comprising:

a third liner portion disposed between the lower sloped
outer surface and the existing accumulation of waste.

37. The combination of claim 26, wherein the inner surface
of'the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the
backfill material are substantially planar.

38. A combination of an existing landfill and a berm to
increase capacity of the existing landfill, the landfill compris-
ing a waste-receiving recess having a surface and an outer
perimeter, an edge surface peripherally adjacent at least a
portion of the outer perimeter, and an existing accumulation
of' waste within the recess having a collective top surface, the
berm comprising:

a reinforced portion having opposing inner and outer sur-
faces and comprising structural fill material and a plu-
rality of reinforcing members disposed therein; and

backfill material having an inner surface adjacent the inner
surface of the reinforced portion, opposing top and bot-
tom surfaces, and a sloped outer surface, the backfill
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material being fully encapsulated by an impermeable
membrane, the backfill material comprising contami-
nated fill material;

wherein at least a portion of the berm sits on at least a
portion of the edge surface of the landfill, and wherein
portions of the berm are substantially parallel to corre-
sponding portions of the outer perimeter;

wherein the contaminated fill material comprises one or
more of fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom
ash, boiler slag, flue gas desulphurization material, non-
hazardous contaminated soil, contaminated crushed
glass, contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated
crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sand, properly
de-watered dredge spoils, or combinations thereof;

wherein the contaminated fill material is contaminated
with one or more of metal, acid, base, volatile organic
compound, semi-volatile organic compound, petroleum
product, or combinations thereof; and

wherein the sloped outer surface slopes outward and down-
ward from the top surface to the bottom surface, and
wherein the sloped outer surface is adjacent a future
accumulation of waste.

39. The combination of claim 38, wherein the impermeable

membrane comprises a geomembrane.

40. The combination of claim 39, wherein the geomem-
brane comprises one of low-density polyethylene (LDPE),
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), polyvinyl chloride
(PVC), polyurea or polypropylene (PP).

41. The combination of claim 38, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a plurality of impermeable membrane
sections joined with impermeable seams.

42. The combination of claim 41, wherein the plurality of
impermeable membrane sections are joined using extrusion
welding or fusion welding.

43. The combination of claim 38, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage system within the impermeable membrane, the
drainage system comprising a perforated pipe sur-
rounded by a granular fill material.

44. The combination of claim 43, wherein the drainage
system further comprise a plurality of drainage pipes each
leading from the perforated pipe to an area outside of the
berm;

wherein each of the plurality of drainage pipes exits the
impermeable membrane through a corresponding boot
that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the
corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable seams.

45. The combination of claim 43, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage layer adjacent an inner surface of the imperme-

able membrane and contacting the drainage system.

46. The combination of claim 45, wherein the drainage
layer comprises a geocomposite.

47. The combination of claim 38, further comprising:

a first liner portion disposed between the bottom surface

and at least a portion of the edge surface; and

a second liner portion disposed between the sloped outer
surface and the future accumulation of waste.

48. The combination of claim 38, wherein the inner surface
of'the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the
backfill material are substantially planar.

49. A combination of a new or an existing landfill and a
berm to create the new landfill or to laterally expand the
existing landfill by defining a waste-receiving area at a
desired location, the waste-receiving area having a surface
and an outer perimeter, and the desired location having an
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edge surface peripherally adjacent at least a portion of the
outer perimeter, the berm comprising:

a reinforced portion having opposing inner and outer sur-
faces and comprising structural fill material and a plu-
rality of reinforcing members disposed therein; and

backfill material having an inner surface adjacent the inner
surface of the reinforced portion, opposing top and bot-
tom surfaces, and a sloped outer surface, the backfill
material being fully encapsulated by an impermeable
membrane, the backfill material comprising contami-
nated fill material;

wherein at least a portion of the berm sits on at least a
portion of the edge surface, and wherein portions of the
berm are substantially parallel to corresponding por-
tions of the outer perimeter;

wherein the contaminated fill material comprises one or
more of fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom
ash, boiler slag, flue gas desulphurization material, non-
hazardous contaminated soil, contaminated crushed
glass, contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated
crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sand, properly
de-watered dredge spoils, or combinations thereof;,

wherein the contaminated fill material is contaminated
with one or more of metal, acid, base, volatile organic
compound, semi-volatile organic compound, petroleum
product, or combinations thereof; and

wherein the sloped outer surface slopes outward and down-
ward from the top surface to the bottom surface, and
wherein the sloped outer surface is adjacent a future
accumulation of waste.

50. The combination of claim 49, wherein the impermeable

membrane comprises a geomembrane.

51. The combination of claim 50, wherein the geomem-
brane comprises one of low-density polyethylene (LDPE),
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), polyvinyl chloride
(PVC), polyurea or polypropylene (PP).
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52. The combination of claim 49, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a plurality of impermeable membrane
sections joined with impermeable seams.

53. The combination of claim 52, wherein the plurality of
impermeable membrane sections are joined using extrusion
welding or fusion welding.

54. The combination of claim 49, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage system within the impermeable membrane, the
drainage system comprising a perforated pipe sur-
rounded by a granular fill material.

55. The combination of claim 54, wherein the drainage
system further comprise a plurality of drainage pipes each
leading from the perforated pipe to an area outside of the
berm;

wherein each of the plurality of drainage pipes exits the
impermeable membrane through a corresponding boot
that is joined to the impermeable membrane and to the
corresponding drainage pipe with impermeable seams.

56. The combination of claim 54, wherein the berm further
comprises:

a drainage layer adjacent an inner surface of the imperme-

able membrane and contacting the drainage system.

57. The combination of claim 56, wherein the drainage
layer comprises a geocomposite.

58. The combination of claim 49, further comprising:

a first liner portion disposed between the bottom surface

and at least a portion of the edge surface; and

a second liner portion disposed between the sloped outer
surface and the future accumulation of waste.

59. The combination of claim 49, wherein the inner surface

of'the reinforced portion and the adjacent inner surface of the
backfill material are substantially planar.
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